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Handelsgericht Wien

Vienna Commercial Court



Staff

 55 judges

 20 “Rechtspfleger" = specialized civil servants 

working on the register of companies

 85 administrative staff

 apprentices and administrative assistants

3
20 March 2014



Jurisdiction
regional court (“Landesgericht”)

 business-related cases over 15,000 Euros

 court of appeal against district court decisions

 unfair competition and intellectual property

 bankruptcy cases if they concern businesses

 register of companies

 country-wide jurisdiction: trademark, design and 

patent law matters
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Workload

 3,005 lawsuits

 836 judgments

 531 appeals

 3,911 bankruptcy cases

 111,291 manipulations in the register of 

companies
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Justice

Legal situation in Austria

• The development of VCT already started in the 1930s parallel 

to the development of TV

• However, it only became popular at the end of the 20th

century

• The reason were: 

– the introduction of digital data

– the standardisation of technology

– the change to IP-based transmissions

– the availability of broadband
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Legal situation in Austria

First mentioning of VCT in an Austrian law

• January 1994: Law inforcement of § 247a Penal            

Procedure    

• (1) for old-age, ill or fragile witnesses or others

who are not in the position to present themselves 

at court

• (2) for witnesses staying abroad
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Legal situation in Austria

• Time before October 2002:

• Legal requirement

to take a person searched by court to the relevant

judge within a maximum of 72 hours.

• Difficulty to provide a surraid transport from one end of 

Austria to the other due to Austria‘s geography.

• October 2002: Expansion 

In order to take the arrested person to the next court-

prison and

to be interrogated by the relevant judge via VCT within 

a maximum of 48 hours.
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Legal situation in Austria

• Successful experience with VCT in penal matters

 to expand VCT to civil and commerial matters
Especially for the taking of evidence by the requested court

• It goes without saying that every single taking of evidence by 

requested court delayed the procedure by a few weeks.

• January 2005: § 91a Court-Administration-Law offered the 

option to use VCT to take evidence in civil and commercial 

matters.

• 2004 to 2011: Austrian Ministry of Justice equipped all district-

and all regional-courts with VCT.
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Legal situation in Austria

June 2009:

• Protection from Violence Law:

Victims or minors in relation to a crime, who make civil claims 

against culprit are entitled to be interrogated separeted.

• VCT facilitates the victims to be interviewed at a different 

court, 

 no encounter with culprit in the courtbuilding
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Legal situation in Austria

Council Regulation (EC) No 1206/2001

Taking of evidence by the requested court

• Article 10 Paragraph 4

• The requesting court may ask the requested court 

to use communications technology at the performance 

of the taking of evidence 

in particular by using videoconference and teleconference



20 March 2014 12

Video-Conferences in the field of Justice

Legal situation in Austria

Regulation (EC) No 861/2007

European Small Claims Procedure

Article 8

Oral hearing

• The court or tribunal may hold an oral hearing throgh video-

conference or other communication technology it the technical 

means are available.

Planned modification:

• Courts or tribunals have to use VCT in case a witness is 

resident abroad.



Handelsgericht Wien

Vienna Commercial Court
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IT-Reservation-system for VCT in Austria

Start-page
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IT-Reservation-system for VCT in Austria 

Room-Reservation
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IT-Reservation-system for VCT in Austria 

Court choice
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IT-Reservation-system for VCT in Austria 

Time table
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IT-Reservation-system for VCT in Austria 

final booking
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in Austria

Statistics

2009: 1.404 (cross border: 130)

2010: 1.960 (cross border: 190)

2011: 2.620 (cross border: 329)

2012: 3.330 (cross border: 553)

2013: 4.134 (cross border: 632)
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VC to Austria and to foreign countries

Jahr  Austria Austria  SUM

10 – 12/2008 11 37 48

2009 50 85 135

2010 63 127 190

2011 159 234 393

2012 161 392 553

2013 196 436 632

2014 +15% +15% +15%
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Thank you for your Attention.

We wish you all the best for using VCT


